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Rationale: When students sense that the instructor is attempting to force learning on them, they instinctively draw back. In the moment they draw back, distance is created, and discipline problems can result. We must find a way to draw our students into the learning. If we focus on the solution, one day we will go into our classrooms and the problems will be gone. Engaging students in interesting, personalized, and meaningful comprehensible input (CI) in the target language is the solution to the discipline issue. 
Critical Point 1: Of all the details and skills a teacher must remember in asking a story in TPRS, the most critical is to begin a story in a spirit of openness to what can happen. Too many TPRS teachers have failed on this point – they try to force the story, which causes the kids to draw back. The teacher must be open to what can happen through circling. 
Unfortunately, doing this brings fear into the mind of the teacher (What will happen? Will I keep control of the class?)  Do it anyway. Trust that the story will develop from the cute answers suggested by the kids. The teacher must teach while not knowing what will happen, ignoring their fear that the story might fall flat, and trusting that circling, not the teacher, will create the story. When the story is created in this way, classroom discipline is assured.
Critical Point 2: It doesn’t always have to be funny. The kids are in our classrooms to learn the language we are teaching them, not to come to a comedy club. As long as CI is occurring, that is enough. CI, however, depends on personalization, so in this workshop we will focus on both.

